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enabled economic development. There are three core elements needed to successfully fuel that development: intellectual 
infrastructure;	capital;	and	entrepreneurial	culture.	Through	our	four	program	areas,	SCRA	is	dedicated	to	growing	each	one	
of	those	elements.	Our	mission	is	to	fuel	the	innovation	economy,	thereby	growing	opportunities	and	jobs.	
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entrepreneurs and industry, three areas of focus have been 
defined:	Advanced Manufacturing & Materials; Information 



























































create new value by 
connecting	industry	with	
innovators. SCRA also helps 
relocate companies to the 













YEAR IN REVIEW 
8TH YEAR 






2018 South Carolina Best Places to Work
Launched a New Website
SACT Grants
HIGHLIGHTS: SCRA’s SC Launch Companies Featured in Local, 
State and National News
For the 8th	year	in	a	row,	SCRA	was	recognized	as	a	
“Best Places to Work in South Carolina” by the South 
Carolina Chamber of Commerce. Best Places to Work 
is	dedicated	to	recognizing	the	state’s	most	innovative	
and top-notch employers. 
SCRA	designed	a	new	website	to	add	more	


















Vidistar Acquired by Hitachi









selected as the 2018 SC Launch Company of the Year. 
• Graniteville demanufacturing plant opened in 2015 and 
employs over 100 people
• Closed a $5 million equity round in 2018





SC SBA and SCRA Formalize Partnership
The	alliance	memorandum	signed	by	SCRA	Executive	
Director and SBA South Carolina District Director is 
intended	to	further	economic	development	through	
entrepreneurship,	improve	educational	opportunities	
and advance access to capital and technical assistance.
MORE HIGHLIGHTS
• Accessible	Diagnostics,	PharmRight,	Citibot,	Medical	Beam	Laboratories,	Extremiti3D,	Pedal	Chic	and	many	other	Client	




















Total companies that have 
received	follow-on	funding
SC Launch Companies That Have 
Received Follow-on Funding

































SCRA literally helped us create our 
pivot	and	get	to	a	point	where	we	have	
a much more scalable business model 
that	attracted	additional	investment.
 




























Pictured is an Instron Electromechanical Universal Testing System 
for composites. The equipment was purchased using an SCRA grant, 
as a collaboration between Clemson University and Greenville 
Technical College. It is available to all South Carolina researchers.
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ACADEMIC PROGRAMS:  
COLLABORATING TO ADVANCE ACADEMIC RESEARCH
SBIR/STTR Matching Grants
Up to $50,000













from academic intellectual property
Who:	Collaborative	multidisciplinary	teams	involving	SC	
academic	institutions	and	industry
When: RFA’s released yearly
Why: To form Research Alliances between academia and 
industry	to	grow	South	Carolina’s	economy
Who:	SC	Higher	Education	Public	Institutions









• Create opportunity 
for	jobs,	workforce	













academia and industry partners to advance commercially relevant research and establish 









University of South 























Number of academically 
affiliated	companies	







SUCCESS STORY: NEUROENE THERAPEUTICS
Neuroene	Therapeutics	has	discovered	a	new	Vitamin	K-based	
therapeutic	that	will	target	difficult-to-treat	neurological	diseases	
such as Epilepsy, Parkinson’s Disease and Mitochondrial Disease. 
Vitamin	K	improves	mitochondrial	health	and	is	critical	for	keeping	
the	brain	healthy	and	functioning.	However,	the	Vitamin	K	obtained	
from daily diets is processed and not the same as the one needed 




















company that will allow them to further test the compound on 
other diseases outside the scope of the SBIR award.
Dr. Chan and Dr. Chou, founders of Neuroene Therapeutics, an MUSC start-up that 
was awarded a $1.5 million Federal SBIR Phase II grant to develop a novel anti-
seizure compound for drug-resistant epilepsy.








and academic startups in 
FY18
Number of industry 
partners	engaged	on	
academic	projects







$1.8 million in total funding to establish 





ANTICIPATED IMPACT OVER 
8 YEARS
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Carolina Medical Device Alliance to invent and develop products 
and	bring	them	to	market.	This	partnership,	comprised	of	






























Laura Boccanfuso, CEO of SC Launch Client Company Vän Robotics, 







investments from SC Launch, Inc. Investments are 
approved by the SC Launch, Inc. Board.
LEARN
SC Launch companies have 
access	to	exclusive	regional	
networking	events.	Launch	
& Learn sessions are hosted 
with our Resource Partner 
Network and provide a 
casual	learning	environment	














entrepreneurs to the capital 





to each company’s needs. 
GROW
The SCRA Resource Partner 
Network provides business 
collaborations,	executive	
mentors	and	meaningful	
support in key business 
areas. 
ENTREPRENEURIAL PROGRAMS:  
SUPPORTING STARTUPS THROUGH SC LAUNCH
Funding For Entrepreneurs


























AccuWeather, Toyota, Atlas Copco and even the US 
Government from raw data to AI-capable, in less 
than	a	single	month.	






In 2018, the SC Launch Client Company received 
a	$50,000	Acceleration	Grant	through	SCRA’s	
Entrepreneurial	Programs.	The	company	was	








occupied by SC Launch 
companies across the 
state. 
Total	amount	of	grants	
and investments to  
SC Launch companies 
since	inception.
Total number of 









to save fuel, reduce maintenance costs and lower noise while 
commercial	vehicles	are	idling.	Through	national	partnerships,	
Viatec	delivers	these	products	in	a	modular,	flexible	and	scalable	





In 2018, the company also received an SC Launch, Inc. investment 
to	fulfill	initial	customer	orders.	Additionally,	the	company	was	
awarded	more	than	$600,000	by	Clean	Fuels	Advanced	Technology	













Gallons of Fuel 
Saved Per Year
























Our team works with Industry 
partners to understand their 
capabilities	and	needs.	
R&D EFFORTS HIGH-TECH SOLUTIONS STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS
INDUSTRY PROGRAMS:  







































Sealed Air, located in Duncan, SC, provided a medical-
grade,	non-PVC	material	that	could	resist	impact	at	
-20°F	without	leak	failure.	The	team	also	identified	




take place in South Carolina.
Above: Global Transplant Solutions receives a big check to 
celebrate their second SC Launch, Inc. investment.
Below: Servator B SALF solution bags.
Number of companies 








“Global	Transplant	Solutions	is proud to partner with 
SCRA and the SC Launch 
Program	as	we	build	our	
commercial business 








SUCCESS STORY: SCRA TECH INNOVATION ROADSHOW
SCRA and Prettl International partner to 




























































The 22 WestEdge ground breaking ceremony in July 2018 was a chance 
to celebrate the many partnerships that were created to bring this iconic 
125-foot, eight-story structure on the Charleston peninsula to life. 



























SCRA INNOVATION CENTERS AND FACILITIES 
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Charleston Peninsula
Research & Office Space
The	Life	Sciences	sector	has	an	$11.4	billion	annual	impact	on	




















leased by SCRA at 22 
WestEdge
Number of SC Launch 
companies that have 
relocated to SCRA 
facilities	
Number of companies 







SUCCESS STORY: 22 WESTEDGE
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SCRA and University of South Carolina 
Partner for a Value-add to Industry in SC
“
SUCCESS STORY: DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION LAB
The	SCRA-USC	Innovation	Center	in	Columbia	houses	the	









developed at the university and support university startups. 





more corporate investment into the Midlands 








Above: The Center is working with the U.S. Army on improving data-informed 
maintenance of the Apache helicopter fleet using a digital twin concept. 
Below: A demonstration area of the research being conducted.
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Statements of Financial Position as of  





Current Assets 12,424 31,116
Capital Assets, net 33,944 35,232
Other	Long	Term	Assets 39,114 28,000


































South Carolina Board of Technical and 
Comprehensive	Education	
Mr. Bryant G. Barnes
President & CEO
Comporium	Communications











Medical University of South Carolina











Entrepreneur and Business Owner 
Secretary	Robert	“Bobby”	M.	Hitt,	III
Secretary


















President and CEO of the South Carolina 
Council	on	Competitiveness
Mr. David M. Smalls
Legislative	Director,	Colleton	County	
Legislative	Delegation
















































House Ways and  
Means	Committee
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Columbia-based SC Launch Client Company, REsimplifi is presented 
with a big check to celebrate their SC Launch, Inc. investment. 
























































Directors and former 
CIO of BCBS
SC LAUNCH, INC BOARD
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SOUTH
Carolina
